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decision of a special court in Natal dealing with a Chapter
charge of treason; the nature of the defence, the issue    __L
of the position of an alien resident in British territory
on its occupation by alien enemies, no doubt explains
the action taken.1
The constitution of the Privy Council for judicial
purposes has been determined by a series of Acts, each
enlarging the field of Domini on judges who may be
members. The net result is that the Council is com-
posed of the Lord Chancellor and ex Lords Chancellor,
the Lord President and ex Lords President; present
and past members of the Supreme Court in England,
and the seven Lords of Appeal in Ordinary if Privy
Councillors are members, and also any judge or ex
judge of a superior court in the Dominions, States, or
provinces, provided he is a Privy Councillor.2 The right
to appoint Privy Councillors still rests and must rest
with the King on the advice of the "British Government,
which thus no doubt controls the composition of the
court. Moreover, no salaries are provided for Dominion
judges by the British Exchequer. Under an Act of 1915
the Council may sit in more than one division.
To the appeal many objections have been raised by
critics in the Dominions, but it is clear that on the
whole legal opinion there still favours the appeal,
though, no doubt, the consideration that it affords a
valuable source of profit to leading counsel has some
weight in this preference. The merits of the appeal
should not be denied. Unquestionably in the opinion
of the major portion of Canadian lawyers it has served
1  De Jager v. A.-G. of Natal, [1907] A.C. 326.
2  The number has reached ten. For Indian appeals two judges are
provided by the Appellate Jurisdiction Act, 1929.